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B-3150 - B-3159 1850-1857
801-833 William St. (East side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

The majority of the houses lining this side of the 800 block of William
St. are three story, two or three bay wide bYrick houses with gable roofs. - Like
the similar houses across William St. and around the corner on Warren Ave., these
houses were built for a middle class market and are larger and more spacious
than the average two story plus attic house built for the working class inhabitants
of the neighborhood. 801 William St. is now a corner grocery story and the original
gable roof has been replaced by a shed roof. 803 William St. is one of only two
Classical-Revival style, bow-fronted brick houses with brownstone trim in the
area, the other being 804 William St., directly across the street. 811-817
William St. are three story, two bay wide shed-roofed houses, built as a unit
in 1857, an early use of the shed roof in this area. The row of houses at 819-833
William St. was built by Nicholas Popplein, at the time the proprietor of a chemical

manufactory at the foot of Cross St. and who later became an extremely wealthy

resident of Eutaw Place and important chemical, paint, and varnish manufacturer.
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
K_EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—Goop —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This pair of three story, two bay brick houses with gable roofs formed
part of the original row of such houses built along this side of William St.
in the 1850's. The houses have two windows, in addition to the door, at the
first floor level.

The houses are three stories in height, 16' wide, and occupy lots 80' deep.
Each house has a three story high, one bay wide and deep stair hall extension
which connects the main house to a rear addition. At 831 William St. there is
a two story high, two bay deep kitchen addition, with an added, later one story
high, three bay deep section. At 833 William St. there is a two story high, three
bay deep addition with an added one story high, one bay deep frame section.
The houses are constructed in common bond. The low-pitched gable roof has a
simple, two-tiered brick cornice. There is a double chimney located centrally
along the partition wall between the two houses, on both the front and rear gables.
Each house also has a rear end chimney, located at the eastern end of the kitchen
addition. :

The door and window openings of both houses have common arch lintels with
solid wood tympanums. The first and second floor windows have stone sills; the
third floor windows have wood sills. The window openings of 831 William St. are
filled with 6/6 double hung sash; the openings of 833 William St. are filled with
1/1 sash., At 831 William St. a modern six panel door is set beneath a single
light transom. At 833 William St. a late Victorian glass and panel door is set
beneath the same single light transom. The houses sit on high basements, the
entrances being reached by three stone steps each. Each house has a square
basement window opening with a common arched lintel and a square coal opening with
metal door located beneath the first floor windows.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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- SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING — LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS — LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION — MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _ART —_ENGINEERING —MusIiC — THEATER
_X1800-1899 _—COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1853 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Nicholas and George Popplein

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

See under 825-829 William St.

This particular pair of houses differs from the adjoining houses to the north by
being three bays wide on the first floor, thus allowing for a separate entrance hall
leading from the doorway to the stair hall at the rear of the main section of the
house. This group of houses formerly included a third similar house, at 835 William
St. but in recent renovation attempts the entire south wall of the house collapsed

‘nd the structure was razed.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EXMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

NIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION o

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Survevor

ORGANIZATION DATE

Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 4779
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd,
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton Maryland 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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UNITED STATES DEFARINENY OF THE INTERIOR B=3159
Hertoge Conservetior ond Recreotion Seivice
Office of Archeslogy ond Historsr Freservotion

::"tj- 'LI'_E" " “h!hth‘On DC 20243
ig_;if*;f HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION

s APPLICATION — PART 1

(Pursuant to the Tax Reform Act of 1876)

Instruclhions Applican! should reas the insiruchions car Pfu'f-',r before complening aophcation N Cemification may be made unless a completed apphcation form pa
peern recewed [P.L $4455) Use typeariter or prin! clear rly 4n Qark ink 10 complele e apphcanontorm I agoitional space 15 neeged 1o complete Parl 1 use the re, g-s 8
SiC€ Or 25€parale plain shee' of paper clez'ly INCiZaling 1Ne Owner's name and ma.ing adoress Par 1 0! 1ris 2aolicalion may be compleled and sent 10 the apprpgs:

a'e Siate Historic Preservation Oticer a* any lme Duting the yea' ang may be sen! separately or with Pan 2

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

1. NAME OF PROFERTY The Denny Building
709 - 717 Light Street (alternatively, 100 E. Montgomery Street)

Aooress of propeny Streed

cny Baltimore Ehuny — CLEY siae _Maryland 2pCose21230

Federal Hill (National) Historic District

Name 0! hislont osINgt tn whizh propeny Is localel

2. DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE:

(see nsirychions for mag anc photograoh requirtemenis—use reverse sige If necessary|

The building (Photo. 1) is a four story 55' x 30' rectangular brick structure, with
regular fenestration on the south and west walls, a party wall on the east, a former
interior party wall now partially exposed and with minimal openings on the north,

and an essentially flat roof. It was built in 1853 and with the exception of (Cont.)
3. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE-

luse reverse SJUF if necessary.
By virtue of its scale, locatlon, and history, the Denny Building is one of the

primary structures in the Federal Hill Historic District. 1In an historic district

survey conducted in the mid-1960's, the architectural historian Mr. Russell Wright

Getermined the building to be of the first order of significance to the District.. (Cor
%g S 2% Onginal sne T Moveo D?:e of alterations (If known) Approximately

Daze o! construthuion O known ) g o
1870, 1893, 1920, 1935
4 NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF OWNER.

The Dennv Buildino General Partnership

hame

Siree 1200 N. Charles Street (attn. Mr. Richard Needham) _
. 21201 P

City B3 CinpEs State Neryland ZpCode__

Telepnone Number (during cay: Area Code 301-539-0440

| heredy attes! tnz’ the mlprmanaé | hav p:num‘ea 15 10 the besi o! my knowledge correct and tna! | am owner o! Ine propeny gescribed above

AR (e —— WSENTS

(signed) Rlchard Needham, Managing and General Partner

Sigrature

For otice use only

The struciure gescriped above 1S Inciuded within tne bounganes of the National Reg;sler nistonc distnct and Ucontnibuies Zi ooes not contribule 1o the chaalie’ o

the gistris®

Tne structure 3 eppears Tl does not appear to meet National Register Criteria tor Evaluation (36 CFR 6061 and T will likely 2 will not be nominaied 1o 1ne Nano”
o —

Regisier in actord with the Deganmeni o! the intenor procegures (36 CFR 60:

The strucCiure is locaied in a district which T appears 2 aoes not appear 10 meet National Regisier Crienia for Evaluation (36 CFR B0 6). 0 will ikely J wili not pe no™

nated 10 the Natona! Register in accoro with Depanment of the Intenor procecures (36 CFRB0) and = eppears T does not appear 10 contribute 10 the charazie: 0188

=7/ £ - o e L0 _§

State Hirionc Preservanon Otice:

Tris propeny has been evalualed accor0ngo 10 tne crilena 2n0 procedures set onn by the Depanment of tne Intenor (36 CFRE7) ang 1! subject io oepresiaton un

seztion 167 0! the Intemal Revenue Cooe of 1952

T s nereDhy cemlies 2 MiSIons sSUUCtute
T Boes nro EoninTote 10 1NE CHATATIE! OF INE NISIONE Cisthct 370 ODES ND' M| LM licaton 25 3 histon: Snociute REASONS Qiwer O Ihe aliasnes Lnre
5= B =7 | I—

FKecner of the Nanonal hepiste:
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Continuation Sheet, Denny PBuilding General Partnership B "3]5(?
1200 N. Charles Street Bzltimore, Maryland 21201

F 2 Fcont.} the cornice, storefront, three window openings, and a water table,
remains essentially unaltered.

e e s m e -

The wes? wall (Photo. 1) is the principal facade. It is 30' wide and 46' high.
Fo?r original and evenly spaced window openings punctuate each of the second,
tblrd and fourth floors. Lintels are cast-iron with Athemion ornament. The
f%rst floor, essentially a shopfront last altered about 1935, is faced with a
limestone facade trimmed with a black granite base and door surround and a
scalloped limestone freize. The door frame is stainless steel clad; the single
panel is missing. Windows on the first floor are steel casement. A simple
brick parapet trimmed with a limestone band caps the larger facade.

Th? §outh wall (Photo. ]), measuring 55' x 46', is the secondary facade. Four
o¥1glna1 and evenly spaced window openings, similar to those on the west but

w%th a soldier course brick, punctuate each of the second, third and fourth floors.
Window openings on the first floor are evenly spaced and sized. Two are original,
two altered about about 1870 and one altered about 1935. Sixteen feet of stone
veneer storefront wraps around from the west first floor. Portions of two glazed
double doors remain towards either end of the facade. There is a brick water
table.installed in 1893 to cover the stone foundation that was exposed with the
l?Werlng of the street grade. A circa 1920 brick parapet with limestone trim,
similar to that on the west, caps the wall. It steps down some 16" in two

stages from west to east.

The east wall (Photo. 3) is 30' x 46'. TFor three stories it abuts an adjacent
gable-roofed structure. At the fourth floor level, chimneys from the adjacent
structure are incorporated, as well as a vestigial sill line and remnants of a
former window opening. The parapet is similar to that on the west.

-
L L T

The north wall (Photo. 2) measures 55' by approximately 46' above grade.
Constructed of soft interior brick as befits its former party wall status,

the wall is now characterized by crumbling chunks of brick, remnants of plaster
and paint, joist pockets from the formerly adjacent structure, and an uneven
row of small openings on the fourth floor. The parapet, altered most recently
about 1920, is similar to the stepped parapet on the south.

dhkkFrF T Ek

4 3 (cont.) In a district composed of two and three story buildings on average
15' lots, the Denny Building -- at four stories and 55' x 30' -- clearly stands
out (Photos. 1 and 2). It is even more prominent because of its location.
Situated at the corner of Light and East Montgomery Streets (Fig. 1), the
building is the first structure located in the District that one sees from

the Central Business District and Inner Harbor Urban Renewal Area. It is the
"gateway" to Federal Hill for much of the city, an integral part of the Light
Street commercial area, and an established presence on Montgomery Street,

the Historic District's oldest and most prestigious residential street.

The building has established its prominence over the last 127 years (Photos.
5,6,7). Constructed in 1853 as the ERrmstrong-Denny Furniture Warerooms, it
initially served as a furniture store, casket manufacturing shop and funeral
home. From circa 1870 to 1970, when it was purchased by the City, the building
functioned solev as the home of the Denny Funeral Service. Mr. Sherman Denny,

the principal surviving heir (and still in the funerzl bucsiness in Baltimore

Leymiscicn to continue usince the family name on

under another name) has civen

the buiidinc. (Cont.)
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Fig. 6 Circa 1883
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Block 0907 Lot 016-017
Baltimore East Quad.

831-833 William Street
Baltimore City

B-3159
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B-3159 831-833 William St.
M.E.H. 4179

West elevation



